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The CMA CGM Group has announced the formation of Ze Box. The first international incubator is 

based in Marseille and is scheduled to launch in the middle of this year. 

 

The port city, located in the south of France, will accommodate up to twelve start-ups from all over 

the world on more than 800 square meters from June this year, providing the ideal conditions for 

developing ideas and exploiting their full potential. Shortly CMA CGM wants to publish a call for 

applications. 

 

The introduction of Ze Box is part of CMA CGM's strategy to make digitization one of the pillars of 

corporate development. It is intended to promote and strengthen the digital transformation 

initiatives that the CMA CGM Group has already launched in recent months. 

 

These include the appointment of a global team of Chief Digital Officers, The creation of CMA CGM 

Ventures for investment in innovative technologies. Recent innovations include NYSHEX, the world's 

first digital marketplace for ocean freight contracts, and e-dray, a collaborative platform designed to 

limit port overburden. 

 

The initiatives also include support from the Le Carburateur incubator, as well as financial support 

from five maritime, transport and logistics start-ups, partnerships with Aix Marseille French Tech, an 

innovator in digital innovation, and The Camp, an innovative campus , which brings together large 

companies, start-ups, teachers and researchers, and partnered with Infosys, a global IT company, to 

drive the digital transformation of information systems. It also includes new partnerships with major 

e-business companies such as Alibaba. 

 

Ze Box was founded in close partnership with the University of Aix-Marseille and the Aix-Marseille 

Provence Métropole. The aim is to accompany start-ups and promote the entrepreneurial and 

innovative spirit. Ze Box should benefit from the expertise of CMA CGM and from the input of 

renowned researchers and doctoral candidates. 

 

The incubator is headed by Matthieu Somekh, who previously headed Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation at the Ecole Polytechnique. It is considered one of the leading and most prestigious 

French institutes for cutting-edge research, science and innovation. 

 


