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Shifting the Paradigms: The Logistics of the Sharing Economy 

 

Traditional sources of competitive advantage came from deep industry knowledge and 

acquiring assets to build, distribute, and sell a product or service. 

 

But in recent years, the tremendous power of digital sharing platforms and crowd-based 

access to existing assets has started to rewrite the rules of business for many industries.  

Sharing is not new. What is new are the tools and attitudes with which people are sharing: 

smartphones and mobile technologies combined with shifting societal values are allowing 

companies with new business models to proliferate at unprecedented speed, scale and 

valuation.  

 



The mobility and hospitality industries have been fundamentally changed by Sharing 

Economy incumbents, with other industries like staffing, heavy industry, and logistics not far 

behind.  

 

How can logistics be positioned in this context? Join Ben Gesing at CIFFA’s 70th Anniversary 

Conference, on October 16 and 17 in Toronto, for more on DHL’s trend report on the Sharing 

Eeconomy: What is it? What best practices from other industries can be applied to logistics 

organizations? Where are the new business opportunities within the Sharing Economy – and 

who is leading the pack today? 
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ESC Condemns Emergency Bunker Surcharges as ‘Price Signalling’ 

 

The European Shippers’ Council (ESC) has written to the European Commission to highlight 

its concerns about the wave of emergency bunker surcharges (EBSs) recently applied by 

container lines, arguing that their “almost simultaneous” introduction was “tantamount to price 

signalling”. 

 

In a letter to EU Commissioner for Competition Margrethe Vestager, ESC Secretary General 

Nik Delmeire said the ESC had been informed by its members that most of the largest 

container liner companies had increased their freight rates as of June 1 by adding an 

emergency bunker surcharge to the normal freight rate. 

 

“Under the present circumstances, the use of such instrument is unjustified,” he said. “Oil 

prices had indeed been rising during the last month, but the latest hike cannot be assimilated 

to an emergency.” 

 

He claimed that the application of any emergency surcharge “should be reserved for events 

that cannot be foreseen, such as a crisis influencing the availability of oil. In those situations, 

it would be unreasonable to have the carrier bear alone the impact on the price of bunker 

fuel.” 

 

But under the present circumstances, he said the carrier “can use a specific clause which 

exists in many contracts, except for all-in rates type of contracts or spot contracts, to revise 
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the freight rates accordingly. Including such a clause in the contract is part of the negotiating 

process between the parties.” 

 

If such a clause is not provided for in the contract in force, the price should remain the same 

until the contract is completed, he stressed. 

 

Read more in an article from Lloyd's Loading List. 
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Safe Food for Canadians Regulations: Update 

 

On June 13, the final Safe Food for Canadians Regulations were published in Canada 

Gazette, Part II (CGII). 

 

The regulations will come into force on January 15, 2019. The period between the final 

publication of the regulations in CGII and coming into force will give businesses time to 

familiarize themselves with and prepare for the new requirements, including licensing, 

traceability and preventive controls. Some requirements will have to be met immediately upon 

coming into force, while others will be phased in over a period of 12-30 months based on food 

commodity, type of activity and business size.   

 

Learn more about the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations here.  
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Italy Won't Ratify EU Free-Trade Deal with Canada: Agriculture Minister 

 

Italy will not ratify the European Union’s free trade agreement with Canada, the 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), its new agriculture minister said on 

Thursday, ratcheting up an international trade spat and potentially scuppering the EU’s 

biggest accord in years. 

 

All 28 EU member states must approve the agreement for it to take full effect. 

 

Minister Gian Marco Centinaio said the Italian government would ask the parliament not to 

ratify the treaty since it does not ensure sufficient protection for the country’s specialty foods. 

 

“We will not ratify the free-trade treaty with Canada because it protects only a small part of 

our PDO (Protected Designation of Origin) and PGI (Protected Geographical Indication) 

products,” Centinaio said. 

 

Coldiretti, the influential association of Italian agricultural companies, backed Centinaio’s 

intention, saying in a statement CETA was “wrong and risky” for Italy. 

 

The treaty entered into force on a provisional basis in September 2017, sweeping away tariffs 

on a large number of goods and widening access to Canadian beef in Europe and EU cheese 

and wine in Canada. 

 

Some farm associations and critics in European states have expressed concerns about the 

threat of rapidly rising pork and beef imports from Canada. Coldiretti also mentioned risks 

posed by the annulment of duties on Canadian wheat, a country where the herbicide 

glyphosate can be used. 

 

Read more in an article from Reuters. 
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