
Local News 

October 30, 2018 

    

 

Dear valued customer, 

  

in particular if you are regularly moving cargo using Barge services on the river Rhine you will 

have followed media coverage of the record low water-levels encountered in this river. The 

situation has constantly deteriorated throughout this year with increasing impact to Barge 

movements. 

  

We have now been faced with a temporary suspension of Barge traffic on the Upper Rhine and 

while traffic may start to move again with forecast slight improvement of water-levels, the capacity 

that Barge operators are able to provide stands only at a fraction of the usual available capacity. 

Traffic stoppages may be recurring, all depending on weather developments. 

  

While our teams are working closely with all stakeholders, exercising utmost efforts to provide 

solutions and expedite your shipments as swiftly as possible, it is in light of the situation inevitable 

that delays are occurring. All additional cost resulting from this low water situation, such as 

Demurrage and additional transportation cost - in particular the Low Water Surcharge as levied 

by Barge operators - are for account of the cargo and will be collected by us from cargo interests 

for all shipments affected. This applies to shipments under Through-B/L as well as to shipments 

under Extended Door Delivery (EDD). 

  

At this point in time there is no visible fundamental change to the persisting low water situation 

and it would be prudent to anticipate that the limitations encountered will prevail. 

  

In case you would be interested to consider alternative routings via a different port and mode of 

transportation for your shipments, your OOCL team is ready to assist you with further information. 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.oocl.com/germany/eng/localinformation/localnews/2018/Pages/River-Rhine-Low-Water-Update.aspx&title=%20%20%20%20OOCL%20-%20River%20Rhine%20Low%20Water%20Update%20%20%20%20&summary=Local%20Information
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%20%20%20%20OOCL%20-%20River%20Rhine%20Low%20Water%20Update%20%20%20%20%20;url=https://www.oocl.com/germany/eng/localinformation/localnews/2018/Pages/River-Rhine-Low-Water-Update.aspx


Further information on water-level readings and forecast (Pegel KAUB) can be accessed under 

following link: 

  

https://www.elwis.de/DE/dynamisch/gewaesserkunde/wasserstaende/index.php?target=1&pegelI

d=1d26e504-7f9e-480a-b52c-5932be6549ab 

  

Thank you for your continued support to OOCL! 
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