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Ocean Updates 

How to Prevent Cargo Rolling When Contracts Lack Teeth 
 
A shipper books cargo on an ocean liner, but it doesn't make it on the sailing. The carrier 
rolled it, as it was overbooked, the case for about 30% of cargo, according to Maersk. 
 
Even with a contract, cargo rolling is an issue that plagues the industry. There are 
solutions; however, they involve time-consuming contract negotiations, accurate 
forecasting, and penalties or higher costs to guarantee shipment. 
 
Read more in an article from Supply Chain Dive. 
 
Low Sulphur Fuel Shortages to Detour Vessels in 2020, Panel Says 
 
Shortages of low-sulfur fuel oil could appear at some ports in Africa, South America and 
Southeast Asia next year, but most major ports around the world will have adequate 
supplies, panelists at a shipping industry conference said on Wednesday. 
 
Shortages in some places will force vessels to detour to ports with ample supplies, said 
Maria Burns, an assistant professor at the University of Houston. She said any diversions 
would be costly for fuel sellers and ship owners. 
 
Only about 6%, or 3,000, of the world’s 55,000 ocean-going vessels are expected to have 
scrubbers installed by 2020, far less than originally expected, said Burns. Global marine 
fuel oil consumption could reach 5 million barrels a day (bpd) by 2020 and rise to 8 million 
bpd by 2040, she added. 
 
Read more in an article from gCaptain. 

 

 

 

  

  

 
  

 

 

 

Rail and Truck Updates 
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Federal Liberal Government Urged to Intervene to End CN Rail Strike 
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s new cabinet could find itself moving faster than anticipated 
to deal with anger in the West over challenging economic conditions, in the face of a rail 
strike that a growing number of industry leaders say could trigger layoffs and closures and 
cost millions. 
 
The Liberals are being urged to step in with legislation to end the strike by roughly 3,200 
Canadian National Railway Co. workers, which began early Tuesday after the workers and 
CN failed to reach a deal. 
 
Read more in an article from Canadian Shipper. 
 
CN Labour Negotiations Update: November 21 
 
In its update on the strike situation yesterday, CN said the following: 
 
In our view, our offers have been fair and address the needs expressed by the union, 
specifically: 
  

• The offer is in line with agreement patterns we have struck with 7,000 other 
employees represented by 11 unions over the last 12 months. In 10 of those ratified 
agreements, the Company provided annual compensation adjustments better than 
inflation. Those agreements improved benefits including short-term disability, basic 
life insurance, maternity leave, vision care, dental and also included employee share 
purchase plans. The agreement also covers 1,000 independent owner/operators 
working for CNTL and includes compensation adjustments in line with the other 
agreements. Our offer is also in line with agreement patterns with this same union at 
other railways.  

• The current average salary of a Canadian conductor is $114,000 plus benefits, 
including a defined benefit pension plan. The TCRC-CTY is seeking wage and 
benefit improvements beyond those negotiated with Unifor and another TCRC 
bargaining unit this year.   

• In terms of safety, CN is dedicated to providing the leadership, organization, support, 
training and resources necessary to help achieve our goal of being the safest 
transportation company in North America. For example, we have ongoing Health 
and Safety committees across the country and at the national level with senior 
leaders of the union and the company. If there are safety concerns, these 
committees are designed to discuss such issues and find solutions. 

 
CN is proposing the parties submit their differences to voluntary binding arbitration. We are 
prepared to present our arguments to a neutral arbitrator to end this dispute, and we hope 
the union will be willing to do the same. 
 

 

 
  

  

 
  

 

 

 

Canadian Business/Government 

Exports Grow as Economy Rebounds 
 
Growth is increasingly hard to come by in this fractious world. Even so, Canadian exporters 
will manage to eke out gains in overall exports this year and next. That’s quite a feat, given 
that just a few weeks ago, world exports slid into a rare year-on-year decline. Pessimism is 
swirling, but Export Development Canada’s outlook argues that this is temporary. How is 
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Canada bucking the global trend, and which industries are taking the lead in our growth 
story? 
 
Read more in EDC's Weekly Commentary. 

 

 
  

  

 
  

 

 

 

International Business/Government 

Trump Says China Isn’t ‘Stepping Up,’ and Trade Talks Show Signs of Languishing 
 
Nearly six weeks after claiming he had agreed “in principle” on a partial trade deal with 
China, President Trump suggested on Wednesday that the agreement might not be 
finalized this year because of Chinese foot-dragging. 
 
Read more in an article from The Washington Post. 
 
USMCA Could Run into Trouble as Mexican Reform Comes Up Short 
 
The USMCA trade deal remains in limbo in Washington. Democrats have been meeting 
Trump administration officials to try to reach a deal to ratify it, which Mexico’s congress has 
already done. 
 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has praised Mexico’s recent labour reforms while raising 
concern about their implementation. If AFL-CIO leader Richard Trumka approves, the 
USMCA vote could be done by Christmas, Democrats said Tuesday, a sign of how 
important U.S. labour forces are in the appraisal of the accord. But Trumka said earlier in 
the day that more work needs to be done [in Mexico]. 
 
Read more in an article from Transport Topics. 
 
UK Export Orders Plummet 
 
The Quarterly International Trade Outlook for Q3 2019, released by British Chambers of 
Commerce and DHL, reveals that indicators for exporting manufacturers in the third quarter 
of 2019 have undergone large declines, with several key indicators for orders and cashflow 
now in negative territory. 
 
Read more in an article from Lloyd's Loading List. 
 
Automatic Trucks May Be the Solution to Japan's Growing Driver Shortage 
 
Japan’s aging workforce and surging e-commerce sales have exacerbated a truck driver 
shortage, creating headaches for its shippers and logistics players. 
 
Hapag-Lloyd has told customers the shortage is affecting the delivery of containers to and 
from Yokohama and Osaka, via the ports of Tokyo and Kobe. 
 
“The current dwell-time for import containers at Tokyo port exceeds ten days and we 
expect this situation to continue for the coming months,” Hapag-Lloyd said. 
 
Read more in an article from The Loadstar. 
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Freight Forwarders: Helping Canadians Do Business With The World 
 

 
 
 


