
Port of Rotterdam: one in five Asia-Europe sailings is canceled 

CORONAVIRUS 

The Port of Rotterdam Authority takes into account that container shipping companies are scrapping 

20% of the planned sailings between East Asia and Europe as a result of the Chinese corana crisis. 

 

 

 

 

That was said by CEO Allard Castelein on Thursday at the presentation of the transhipment figures 

and the financial results of the port manager. He assumes that the port of Rotterdam will be affected 

by the effects of the virus outbreak in Wuhan, but did not venture to estimate its size. "We will not 

have empty shelves. If shortages are likely to occur, other suppliers will respond, "said the Rotterdam 

port chief. 

 

He was satisfied with the throughput figures of the past year. They show a narrow record of 469.4 

million tons, 400,000 tons more than the previous record of 2018. "We won eight games, played 

three times and lost three times," he summarized the throughput performance. 

 

Dried up 

Profit was achieved in the handling of biomass (+ 63%), other dry bulk (+ 5%), crude oil (+ 4%), LNG (+ 

37%), other liquid bulk (+ 11%), deepsea containers (+ 3%), feeder containers (+ 10%) and other 

general cargo. A draw was made with agribulk (-0.4%), ore and scrap (-0.2%) and ro / ro loading (+ 

0.8%). Loss was suffered in coal throughput (-15%) and in oil products. 

 



In absolute figures, the loss in the last two sectors weighs heavily. Coal throughput fell by almost four 

million tonnes to 22.5 million tonnes, and that of oil products by 9.5 million tonnes to 68.2 million 

tonnes. According to the harbor manager, the latter decrease is structural because it mainly concerns 

highly sulfuric bunker oil for shipping, which in principle can no longer be used since the beginning of 

this year. Castelein: "The transshipment of high-sulfur bunker oil has dried up and will not return 

either." 

 

Do not hunt for oil 

He repeated that the days are past when the port of Rotterdam costs what it costs must bet on more 

and more skipped tons. He cited the example of a large oil-processing company that is looking for a 

location, but does not contribute to the energy transition. "We're not going to hunt for that," said 

Castelein. 

 

Rotterdam is strongly committed to the growth of container throughput with the development of the 

Amaliahaven on the Maasvlakte. The Port Authority has already requested tenders for the 

construction of 2.4 kilometers of deep sea quay and three hundred meters of inland shipping quays 

for the RWG and APMT2 container terminals. However, they have not yet concluded an agreement 

with the Port Authority for the lease of that new capacity. 

 

Negotiations 

The port manager has decided to develop the new infrastructure anyway because it is a long-term 

project. "You are just three or four years further before we can use that expansion. By pre-investing, 

we give those companies the opportunity to further elaborate their plans, "Castelein explained. 

 

He is convinced that the negotiations with container stevedores RWG and APMT2 on the new 

capacity will be successfully completed: "Otherwise we would not have done this". According to him, 

the chance that a third player will settle at one of the two quays along Amaliahaven is zero. 

"Everything is conceivable, but we don't assume that. The specifications of the new infrastructure are 

fully aligned with those of the existing terminals. " 

 

According to him, the project, whose total value runs into the hundreds of millions, is not affected by 

the problems surrounding nitrogen and pfas. Another very large port manager's project will be: 

Porthos. This includes the construction of a network inside and outside the port for the transport of 

captured CO2 to a detailed gas field in the North Sea floor. 

 

Stern and frustrating 

He called it "wry and frustrating" that this climate project is at risk of becoming the victim of the 

nitrogen discussion. This specifically concerns the construction of a compression station, the nitrogen 

emissions of which must be compensated. 

 



According to the port top man it is comparable to that of a farm, but the current rules make it almost 

impossible to get permission for compensation. The construction of the Porthos network involves an 

investment of an estimated half a billion euros. 


