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The cooperation agreement with SM Line will allow the 2M Alliance to continue to offer six weekly 
services from Asia to the North American West Coast. Photo credit: Shutterstock.com.

2M Alliance partners Mediterranean Shipping Co. (MSC) and Maersk Line have inked a 
cooperation agreement with SM Line effective April 1, MSC said Wednesday.

The cooperation agreement will expand 2M’s presence on the West Coast of North America, but 
SM Line will not participate in the 2M’s East and Gulf coast services, MSC said in a customer 
advisory.

Cooperation agreements involve slot sharing and slot purchases, but are not as extensive as full 
alliance arrangements that include shared route planning and decision-making authority.

The 2M Alliance’s existing cooperation agreement with HMM will expire at the end of the first 
quarter. HMM last year announced that effective April 1, 2020, it would join THE Alliance of 
Hapag-Lloyd, Yang Ming Marine Transport Corp., and Ocean Network Express, as a full alliance 
partner.



MSC said the cooperation agreement with SM Line will allow the 2M Alliance to continue to offer 
six weekly services — the Pearl, Jaguar, Orient, Eagle, Maple, and Rose loops — from Asia to 
the North American West Coast.

Also, with the cooperation agreement with South Korea-based SM Line, 2M will increase its 
weekly services from Asia to the Pacific Northwest region of North America to three from one at 
present. The Eagle service will include calls in Vancouver and Seattle, the Maple service calls in 
Prince Rupert and Vancouver, and the Rose service will have calls in Vancouver, Seattle, and 
Portland, according to the advisory.

“Please note that MSC’s existing services to the US East Coast and Gulf remain unchanged, and 
also the agreement between 2M and ZIM in the Pacific Northwest region remains in full effect,” 
MSC  said.

SM Lines was formed after the bankruptcy of South Korean carrier Hanjin Shipping Co. in 2016. 
At the time, Hanjin accounted for about 6 percent of total capacity in the Asia-North America 
trades. A number of former Hanjin staff members moved over to SM Lines, but its capacity in the 
trans-Pacific is not as large as what Hanjin had deployed.

HMM’s shift from 2M to THE Alliance as a full alliance member is expected to boost the alliance’s 
market share in the eastbound trans-Pacific. The 2M Alliance with HMM handled 22 percent of 
US imports from Asia in the first 10 months of 2019, while THE Alliance carried a 25.3 percent 
market share, according to PIERS, a JOC.com sister company within IHS Markit.

Contact Bill Mongelluzzo at bill.mongelluzzo@ihsmarkit.com and follow him on Twitter:
@billmongelluzzo.
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