
Dear customer, 
 
We regularly inform you about the situation in the Rotterdam ports. This often has to do with possible 
delays caused by bad weather conditions, pressed on the terminals through a large quantity of 
deepsea ships or announced strikes. 
 
However, the current situation is too complex to put the situation in the Rotterdam ports under one 
name. 
 
SHUT DOWN WORK 
The terminals in Rotterdam have been shut down a lot during the past 3 weeks. This has not 
happened that much in recent years. Shut downs caused by the Ciara, Dennis and Ellen storms.  
Otherwise due to some other reasons. 
 
SHIPMENTS via KRAMER 
MCS made the choice, if they were not able to get an appointment or when this appointment was 
cancelled, to bring the containers to Kramer Delta. In order to maintain our sailing schedules and with 
an almost comprehensive guarantee that the containers will reach their final destination in Rotterdam 
in time. Even when this was via Kramer. 
 
CROWDED TERMINALS 
The current situation is that the deepsea terminals are that overloaded with containers that Kramer 
has problems with transfer of the export containers by truck to those terminals.  
Or vice versa to pick up import containers. The terminal of Kramer is already that crowded that Kramer 
has problems to handle all the containers without getting stuck. 
 
Some causes of the full terminals include: 
-sea ships have fled due to the storms, which means that the export containers stay longer 
in Rotterdam; 
-due to the limited space for handling barges, import containers also stay longer in the stacks; 
- large numbers of transshipments put extra pressure on the stock levels. 
The stock levels at ECT Delta and ECT Euromax are so high that ECT is monitoring the process 
accurately and takes action when the maximum capacity has been reached. 
 
CLOSINGS 
The guarantee that the majority of the containers will reach the closures is therefore greatly reduced. It 
must also be taken into account that the indicated closings of sea-going vessels can no longer be up-
to-date. That the departures are therefore no longer always correct. We found that the shipping 
companies do not use the newest data of the sea-going vessels. 
 
TAKE OUT IMPORT CONTAINERS 
Because the data from the sea-going vessels is no longer up-to-date, we are also limited in pick up 
import containers as the new data is unknown. 
 
CORONA VIRUS 
In addition, we are all increasingly aware of the operational consequences of the Corona virus. 
Due to a greatly reduced import from China, also in combination with the usual decreasing volumes 
around the Chinese New Year, the availability of suitable empty equipment at the various depots is 
minimal. This brings export more and more under pressure. 
 
BLANK SAILINGS 
In the coming period, the exporting companies in the Netherlands will be confronted with 
approximately 80 blank sailings. Fewer sailings therefore automatically gives that there is less 
shipping space available. This will lead to peak loads on sailings that will be handled by the shipping 
companies in Rotterdam according to their schedule. 
 
CONGESTION 
Not to lose sight of the fact that we have been dealing with "regular" congestion in Rotterdam for 
already some time. 
 
SEA-GOING VESSELS FIRST 



Not only the barges of MCS have to deal with this, but conversations with fellow barge operators 
shows that they also have to deal with the same thing. Our colleagues receive the same response and 
that is that the sea vessels are the first to be helped, then the feeders and the last in line the barges. 
There is less space to catch up the backlog in barging due to the huge range of deepsea vessels that 
out of schedule arrive in Rotterdam. The sea vessels constantly alternate eachother. 
The alternative of to get or deliver the containers by truck requires that much capacity at the terminals 
that the truck handling gate is regularly closed, creating many extra waiting hours. 
 
    
With all this we can take the conclusion that we are dealing with a difficult situation in Rotterdam. We 
do not dare to say at this point in time how this will improve.  
The first blank sailings have been announced for week 11. 
 
As usual we do our utmost to ensure that everything runs smoothly. And, where necessary and 
possible, we will inform you about the current situation in case of your containers.  
In recent weeks MCS has already hired extra barge capacity and also had to use extra trucks to keep 
all as far as possible under control. 
 

 

 


