
Lone Star State ports setting records, 

enhancing diverse cargo infrastructure 

 

by Paul Scott Abbott 5 hours ago | Published in Issue 704 

Page 1: Port Houston 

Page 2: Port of Port Arthur 

Page 3: Port of Beaumont 

Page 4: Port of Galveston 

Page 5: Port Freeport 

Page 6: Calhoun Port Authority 

Page 7: Port of Corpus Christi 

Page 8: Port of Brownsville 

With record cargo volumes seemingly becoming commonplace, ports throughout Texas are 

assertively forging ahead with a multitude of infrastructure enhancements to handle even 

more activity in the future. 

Recent developments include not only expansions of on-terminal capabilities but also, in a 

number of cases, the advancement of deeper, wider ship channels. 

Beginning with Port Houston, the longtime No. 1 U.S. foreign tonnage port, then heading east 

to the Sabine-Neches Waterway facilities of Port Arthur and Beaumont before taking a 

southwestward jaunt along the Texas Gulf Coast to just north of the Mexico border, here’s the 

latest going on at key ports of the Lone Star State: 

Port Houston 

Marking a fourth consecutive year of double-digit growth in containerized cargo volume, Port 

Houston handled a record 2,987,291 twenty-foot-equivalent units in 2019 while adding three 

new container services and two general cargo liner services. Loaded container exports, 

buoyed by shipments of polyethylene resins, led the way with a 17 percent year-over-year 

increase. 

Overall tonnage moving through Port Houston public facilities also reached an all-time high 

last year, rising 5 percent over the preceding 12-month period, to 37.8 million tons. More than 

4 million tons of that was steel moving through multipurpose facilities. 
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Port Houston’s Bayport Container Terminal is a hub of activity at the leading foreign tonnage 

port in the United States.  

The No. 1 infrastructure priority for Port Houston is the Houston Ship Channel expansion, 

known as Project 11, with the completed feasibility study having been forwarded to U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers headquarters for a chief’s report. Port officials continue to engage 

weekly with industry stakeholders to maintain a coordinated effort for approval, advocacy and 

financing for expedited construction of the deepening and widening. 

Port Houston awarded $179 million in contracts for facility investments in 2019, including for 

projects to enhance wharves, fenders, access gates, pavement, rail and drainage. Last year saw 

Port Houston complete procurement of 17 rubber-tired gantries and three ship-to-shore 

cranes, while three additional ship-to-shore cranes were commissioned at the Bayport 

Container Terminal, where the port is adding 73 acres of container yard and initiating 

construction of a rail spur. Intermodal expansion at Bayport is getting a $21.84 million boost 

from a Port Infrastructure Development Program grant announced in February by the U.S. 

Maritime Administration. 

Also, the port is breaking ground on a new entry gate facility at the venerable Barbours Cut 

Container Terminal, and a major upgrade of the port’s Navis terminal operating system has 

been completed. 

Port of Port Arthur 

Handling more cargo than it has in a decade, the Port of Port Arthur is enjoying diverse 

inbound and outbound activity as it continues expansion and looks to derive additional 



benefits, including project cargo moves, from several billion dollars of petrochemical industry 

projects taking place in the Golden Triangle region. 

Propitiously positioned along the Sabine-Neches Waterway, the expanding Port of Port 

Arthur is enjoying diverse inbound and outbound cargo activity.  

Leading the way on the import side are forest products, including dimensional lumber from 

Romania and Russia, as well as aluminum from Argentina. Hot exports from Port Arthur 

include steel pipe to Africa and wood pellets and kraft linerboard to Europe, plus low-sulphur 

diesel fuel and military cargos. 

The project to expand Berth 5, creating 600 additional feet of berth space plus more backlands 

for outdoor storage, is progressing on target for fall completion. Meanwhile, design of a new 

Berth 6, with a 1,000-foot berth and related infrastructure, is 90 percent complete and 

positioned to advance next, with the $55 million endeavor supported in part by a $20 million 

federal grant. And Port of Port Arthur officials are actively seeking to secure additional land 

to accommodate even more future growth. 

 

Port of Beaumont 

A bit farther up the Sabine-Neches Waterway, the Port of Beaumont realized record cargo 

throughput of more than 6.5 million tons in its fiscal year ended Aug. 31, 2019, up nearly 72 

percent from the preceding 12-month period. 



The bustling Port of Beaumont is handling record cargo volumes while advancing multiple 

projects to enhance infrastructure, resiliency and security.  

As part of its comprehensive capital improvement program, the Port of Beaumont is most 

immediately working to complete $458 million in projects to ramp up infrastructure, 

resiliency and security. The port is benefiting from multiple federal grants, including, most 

recently, an $18 million Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development award 

announced in November by the U.S. Maritime Administration, to be used toward Main Street 

Terminal 1 dock rehabilitation, addition of a second rail interchange track and Grain Dock 

rehabilitation. The port is picking up the tab for $83.2 million of the $101.2 million total cost 

of these three undertakings. 

Beaumont port officials are quick to point out that Sabine-Neches ports combined to account 

for 54.5 percent of U.S. liquefied natural gas exports in the fourth quarter of 2019 and 26 

percent of U.S. crude oil exports in the full year of 2019. 

 

Port of Galveston 

Following adoption in December 2019 of a new 20-year strategic master plan identifying 

more than $500 million in potential improvements for pursuit over the next two decades, the 

Port of Galveston is kicking off a five-pronged approach to enhancement of infrastructure 

described by port officials as “crumbling.” 



Oversized wind energy project units are among goods supporting strong cargo volumes 

moving through facilities of the Port of Galveston.  

The five primary areas of focus are consolidation of cargo operations on the west end of the 

port, including relocation of Pier 10 roll-on/roll-off functions in the east portion of the port; 

preparation for construction in the Pier 10 area of a $100 million Royal Caribbean cruise 

terminal; pedestrian and vehicular traffic projects to improve safety and flow; drainage and 

utility improvements; and general repairs. 

The 4 million total tons of cargo moving through the Port of Galveston in 2019 was a similar 

figure to that in 2018, but, while bulk grain and fertilizer tonnages dipped, general cargo 

volume rose more than 80 percent, thanks primarily to increased moves of wind energy 

project components. The port saw moves of 2,200 wind energy units last year, up from 1,666 

such pieces the preceding year.. 

 

Port Freeport 

Navigational enhancements aimed at delivering the deepest port in Texas head priorities at 

Port Freeport. With engineering and design complete, the $295 million Freeport Harbor 

Channel Improvement Project – to provide depths between 51 feet and 56 feet – is slated to 

enter its initial construction phase later this year. Federal funds, including $19 million in the 

current U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work plan, are to cover $165 million of the cost, with 

the remaining $130 million coming from Port Freeport via a voter-approved bond package. 



Port Freeport plans envision post-Panamax gantries at the port’s container terminal, on the 

Gulf Coast 70 miles south of Houston.  

Container terminal expansion is advancing at Port Freeport, under a construction contract 

awarded in late 2019, with plans for a 925-foot berth extension and ability to accommodate 

post-Panamax gantries along 51-foot water depth, providing capability to handle larger 

containerships transiting the expanded Panama Canal. Also, Port Freeport has completed the 

first phase of rail infrastructure expansion. 

Sustained growth in cargo volumes, including exports of plastic resins, is bolstering activity 

for CMA CGM as it enters its second year calling Port Freeport with its Brazex service, 

offering as direct link with Brazil and extensive transshipment opportunities. 

Calhoun Port Authority 

Officials of the Calhoun Port Authority, encompassing terminals at Point Comfort and Port 

Lavaca, are stoked about advancement of a $218.3 million project to deepen the federal 

Matagorda Ship Channel and berthing areas to 47 feet mean lower low water from the present 

38 feet, as well as widen the main channel to 350 feet from 200 feet, to allow transit of vessels 

of more than 110,000 deadweight tons and carrying as many as 720,000 barrels of liquid bulk. 

The November 2019 signing of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers chief’s report culminated a 

three-year, $3 million feasibility study. 



Already busy handling liquid and dry bulk vessels, Calhoun Port Authority facilities 

anticipate a boost from a deeper, wider channel.  

Meanwhile, plans are moving forward for the port’s South Peninsula development, to bring 

Calhoun Port three new deepwater berths and six additional barge berths along with creation 

of 45 acres of backlands. Design of the first deepwater berth and two barge berths is 

complete, and permitting for the entire project is anticipated to be complete by fall. 

Port officials proudly cite a recent Martin Associates study showing Calhoun Port Authority 

cargo goings-on support more than $7.3 billion in Texas economic activity. 

Port of Corpus Christi 

Increases in exports of crude oil and liquefied natural gas helped propel the Port of Corpus 

Christi to move a record 122.2 million cargo tons in 2019, up 13 percent from 2018. Two new 

crude pipelines from the Permian Basin and increased LNG production out of Cheniere 

Energy subsidiary Corpus Christi Liquefaction trains were cited, respectively, as key 

contributors. 



The Port of Corpus Christi, a crude oil and liquefied natural gas export leader, benefits from 

pipeline and liquefaction capabilities.  

Last year saw commencement of the long-awaited Corpus Christi Ship Channel improvement 

project, to deepen the main channel to 54 feet mean lower low water and widen it to 530 feet, 

augmented by 200-foot-wide barge shelves. And the port inked an agreement for a new crude 

export terminal to handle very large crude carriers, or VLCCs, on Harbor Island in Port 

Aransas. 

Already this year, the port has received a $17.6 million grant through the U.S. Maritime 

Administration to fund the first phase of capacity expansion at its Avery Point petroleum 

products transload docks, plus Phillips 66 and Trafigura Group have announced a joint 

venture for building of an offshore deepwater terminal for handling VLCCs about 21 miles 

from the port. 

 


