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Supply chain special: 
Airfreight sector responds to Covid-19 

 

 

The spread of Covid-19 across the world has had a devastating effect on the aviation industry, 
forcing airlines to ground swathes of aircraft as passenger demand has collapsed across the 
globe. 

However, the air cargo industry has – so far at least – been a silver lining. 

Demand has continued at such a decent clip that passenger airlines have even been deploying 
their redundant aircraft as makeshift freighters – everything from Dreamliners to B777F and B737s 
are being offered up for charter operations to keep supply chains moving. 

Charter brokers and those flying freighters are also finding themselves in demand as the industry 
figures out ways to keep the world moving without the belly capacity that supply chains had 
become so reliant on. 

With demand outstripping capacity, airfreight rates have also been on the ascendency. 

The situation goes to demonstrate the importance of air cargo to the modern world – without 
aircraft our food, medical supplies and other important items would take weeks to transport 
internationally. 

There are, however, some concerns about how long cargo demand could last. A few weeks ago it 
was the world’s manufacturing powerhouse that had gone into quarantine, now, however, it is the 
world’s main consumption centres that are being affected. 

If people in Europe and the USA are stuck in their houses and are not going out and spending 
money, it has to be questioned whether demand will begin to tail off and if so, for how long? 

Also, will the addition of bellyhold capacity back into the market take its toll on load factors over 
the coming weeks? Continued next page 

There will, of course, be high demand for medical supplies, food and other household items, such 
as hand wash and sanitiser. 

Yet it remains to be seen whether this will be enough for the air cargo industry to continue to be 
the silver lining for aviation that it has been over the last couple of weeks. 
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AIRFREIGHT SERVICE DEVELOPMENTS 
 

American Airlines announces cargo-only 
PAX flights 
American Airlines will use its passenger aircraft 
to transport cargo between the US and Europe. 

Geodis the latest forwarder to launch 
charter services 
Geodis has launched a series of air charter 
flights, as ocean freight continues to be 
disrupted and air cargo options severely 
restricted by passenger carriers cancelling 
scheduled flights. 

Turkish Cargo ups freighter flights 
Turkish Cargo is increasing the frequencies of 
its freighter flights to keep customers’ supply 
chains moving on time. 

  

 

Chapman Freeborn and Magma team up on 
the transatlantic 
Chapman Freeborn has teamed up with sister 
company Magma Aviation to offer a series of 
transatlantic freighter flights. 

Lufthansa mulls cargo-only PAX flights 
while it cuts capacity 
Lufthansa is considering using its idled 
passenger aircraft for freight-only flights, while 
the German airline group revealed drastic 
capacity cuts in response to the coronavirus. 

IAG offers PAX aircraft for cargo charter 
IAG is offering its passenger aircraft to freight 
forwarders for cargo operations in response to 
the coronavirus. 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORED CONTENT: Cargo 
capacity into North America, across 
Europe, Africa and throughout Asia 

Via our global network of airline partners, Chapman 
Freeborn has access to cargo capacity for the 
transatlantic, intra-European, African and Asian cargo 
routes. 

We have offices from LA to Beijing to Melbourne, and we 
can support with cargo capacity worldwide. 

For more information, visit our website or contact 
cargo@chapman-freeborn.com 
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Market insight 

China: A beacon of hope amid Covid-19 crisis 
With a slowing number of new confirmed Covid-19 cases 
and a moderate recovery of its manufacturing output, 
China is showing the rest of the world that there is light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

Volga-Dnepr ready to face market challenges 
In an interview with Air Cargo News, Volga-Dnepr 
executive president, charter operations, Konstantin 
Vekshin, said that the group is well positioned to meet 
any coronavirus-related cargo capacity shortages. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Capacity updates  

CLA suspends services 

DSV Panalpina opens China link 

Ceva boosts freighter capacity 

Emirates reveals cost-reduction plan 

Saudia Cargo adds extra freighter services 

  

 

COMMENT - Covid-19 sends markets crashing 

The Covid-19 coronavirus emerged in Wuhan, China, during December. Initial assessments considering it to 
be a localised problem that would have limited international impact were misplaced. The virus spread quickly 
and the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared a global pandemic in March. 

Sadly, thousands of vulnerable individuals have already succumbed to the virus and millions more will be 
infected. The spread of Covid-19 is challenging governments around the globe – entire countries and regions 
have been subject to quarantine, while travel bans and restrictions on mass gatherings are being enforced 
worldwide. Limiting the rate of spread is the only way we can help healthcare systems to weather the storm. 

Still, now more than ever, maintaining functioning supply chains is crucial to ensuring that cargo continues to 
move. Countless companies reacted quickly to manage the disruption, implementing business continuity 
strategies – including staggered hours, working from home, and full-scale disease mitigation techniques – to 
keep the goods that we depends on flowing. 

Air Cargo News and HLPFI will continue to track supply chain disruption as Covid-19 coronavirus spreads. 
To stay informed, please subscribe to Air Cargo News and subscribe to HLPFI.  

Please also use the buttons below to contact our respective editors for further comments or questions as the 
situation develops. 
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All business transacted is subject to Ross Fehlberg Pty Ltd and Austorient Freight Services'  

Standard Trading Conditions of Contract, a copy of which is available upon request and which,  

in certain circumstances, exclude the Company's liability and include certain indemnities  

which benefit the Company. 

 

Please visit http://www.austorient.com.au to view Standard Trading Conditions 
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