
Good Afternoon All, 
 
The empty container park situation in Sydney has worsened over the last month. It is at breaking 
point as containers are not being evacuated by shipping lines. There is number of reasons for this 
including industrial action at all 3 Stevedores, Vessel changes and rotations, vessels omitting Sydney, 
lack of space on vessels as well as vessels taking 5-7-9 days to be discharged.  
 
Currently in Sydney there is over 120 empty container re-directions in place across the Supply chain. 
 
ACFS control a number of empty parks in Sydney and closed their doors Wednesday afternoon as 
they are over 100% capacity. 
 
MCS RAIL / QUBE are at capacity at St Peters and are taking 20’ containers only. 
 
DP World Logistics are also at capacity but are still taking containers at this stage. 
 
Hutchison Ports are currently not taking any empty containers. 
 
NSW Ports has managed to negotiate with Transport for NSW and keep Tynes St Peters open until 
further notice.      
 
Empty container parks are refusing to take the following shipping line containers. 
 
MAERSK 40GP / 40HC / 40 REEFERS 
HAMBURG SUD 40GP / 40HC / 40 REEFERS 
 
Behind the scenes we are ringing and sending e-mails to shipping lines every day on your behalf  to 
return the empty containers. Sometimes we have to wait hours for a response and be advised that 
there is no location to take containers. Hamburg Sud suggested we take them to Brisbane or 
Melbourne.  
 
Gary has been in constant contact with shipping lines and doing his best to obtain various locations 
to de-hire containers. 
 
Importantly Alliance Transport suggest you contact the relevant shipping line direct and notify 
them as you are most likely the consignee or notify party on the bill of lading, that your company 
will not be accepting or be liable for any container detention charges from Maersk / Hamburg Sud 
or any other shipping lines whose containers are unable to be de-hired as of Thursday 10/9. If the 
relevant Shipping Line are not in a position to provide a viable location for the containers to be de-
hired to you will have a record of the communication. We also suggest that they take the time and 
date that you write to them as the day the empty is returned. 
 
From years of experience we believe that Shipping lines will still pass on container detention charges 
for the relevant late return of the empty container. 
 
Therefore we suggest that you write to the shipping line each day, to verify if the container or 
containers can be de-hired to a nominated empty container park. By doing this you will be able to 
show a clear line of communication and feedback between yourselves and the shipping line. This may 
assist you in reducing any possible detention charges and legal charges in the future. 
 
Any additional costs involved in transporting, storing or handling empty containers  should be 
forwarded to the relevant Shipping Line, as they should be held accountable for the problems 
created.   



 

 
 
 


