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By Ian Putzger  18/02/2021

As the epic congestion at the largest marine gateway complex in the US
shows no signs of abating, container lines are looking increasingly for
west coast alternatives and are diverting vessels, or changing the order
of port calls.  

Transpaci�c sailings that avoid Los Angeles and Long Beach (LA-LB) are
arriving, and Oakland and the Tacoma-Seattle Northwest Seaport
alliance have reported advanced talks with carriers about new services. 

“Carriers are diverting some vessels or changing the order of ports of call
to try and �t into a slot at LA-LB, to at least o�oad some cargo on a more
timely basis,” said Bob Imbriani, vice-president international services of
logistics �rm Team Worldwide. 

“However, there are still signi�cant backlogs in unloading and availability
at LA-LB, and we are seeing delays grow at other ports due to the
diversions or rerouting of cargo,” he added. 
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The LA-LB complex remains ensnared by massive congestion that has
produced near-paralysis both landside and on the water.  

According to LA’s Signal, which provides visibility on vessels and their
loads up to three weeks out, this week 138,275 teu are due to be
unloaded at the port, which is up 83.55% year on year.  Next week,
201,634 teu is forecast and 193,082 teu the following week.  

Yesterday, 21 container vessels were at anchor at the port, facing an
average wait of eight days, while container dwell times average �ve
days. A week earlier, 32 container ships were at anchorage in the San
Pedro Bay and 25 at berth in LA-LB. 

And there are few signs of the situation improving – tight inventory levels
have caused concerns about insu�cient stock levels for Easter in the US,
as many businesses are experiencing sales outstripping inventory.  

This month, the National Retail Federation predicted imports would
produce record levels of container volumes at major US gateways into
the summer, and recent moves by container lines suggest they are
looking beyond short-term re-routing measures to reduce their exposure
to LA-LB,.

On 12 February, the port of Oakland welcomed the �rst vessel on CMA
CGM’s new Golden Gate Bridge service, a weekly transpaci�c run from
Shanghai and Yantian to Oakland and on to Seattle. This o�ers transit
times of 17 and 12 days, respectively from the Chinese origin points. 

In mid-March, Wan Hai will double its transpaci�c strings to four. One
new service will run from Kaohsiung over Yantian, Shanghai and Ningbo
to Seattle and Oakland, without touching southern California. 

More transpaci�c operations targeting the Northwest Seaport Alliance
and/or Oakland are on the drawing board. Senior executives of both
ports have signalled that they have been having talks with carriers. 
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The current shu�ing of services can have a positive impact on transit
times, depending on the �nal destination of the cargo, said Mr Imbriani. 

“The concern is to know of any changes before we book cargo, so we can
determine if the change will be bene�cial. We also need to compare the
time savings with any additional inland costs.” 

He added that recent weather had been a contributing factor, owing to
its impact across the US and lately also some Gulf ports like Houston. On
Tuesday, rail operator Union Paci�c shut most of its intermodal network
for 72 hours in the Paci�c North-west and the Midwest into Texas. BNSF
has continued its intermodal operations but warned customers of
delays. 

“We need to consider this when looking at an alternate port, and how not
only costs but weather can a�ect the inland part of a move,” Mr Imbriani
said. “We are working with customers to help them understand the
issues and also look to see if they can temporarily adjust the order cycle
to allow for possible delays.” 

“Another factor increasing in concern is an increase in demurrage and
detention charges by the lines/terminals, even when they are
contributing to the delays in availability.” 

RELATED STORIES

https://theloadstar.com/handling-hell-for-air-cargo-players-as-congestion-brings-chaos-to-airports/
https://theloadstar.com/us-fmc-orders-carriers-and-terminals-to-explain-excessive-dd-charges/


18.2.2021 Carriers eye alternate ports as congestion at LA-Long Beach tightens - The Loadstar

https://theloadstar.com/carriers-eye-alternate-ports-as-congestion-at-la-long-beach-tightens/ 5/6

Airlines and forwarders are hoping the
congestion and chaos sweeping through
airports across Europe and ...

AirBridgeCargo  Cargo handling

cargo in cabins

Congestion indigestion  coronavirus

Handle with care  JFK  MSN

Qatar Airways Cargo

Turkish Airlines Cargo

Volga-Dnepr Group

F b 18 2021 0 C t Sh

US marine regulatory agency
Maritime Commission (FMC) 
order container lines serving
Angeles, ...

Customer-carrier relations

Demurrage & Detention  F

Harbor Trucking Association

Port of Long Beach

Port of Los Angeles

Port of New York & New Jerse

Feb 18, 2021 • 0 Comments •

COMMENTS 0

Leave a Reply
You must be logged in to post a comment.

TOPICS

BNSF  Congestion indigestion  Northwest Seaport Alliance  Port of Long Beach  Port of Los Angeles  Por

Team Worldwide  Union Paci�c  2M  Calculating Capacity  CMA CGM  Hapag-Lloyd  Long Beach  L

COMPANY NEWS

sennder licences SaaS platform to Zeitfracht,
as part of a new strategic partnership

Saica Paper signs �ve-year contract renewal
with Menzies Distribution Services

XPO Logistics expands partnership with
Getinge in the Netherlands

MSC debuts dedicated blocktrain from Jinhua
to Ningbo

DHL eCommerce Solutions and Colis Privé
establish partnership for home deliveries in
France

CEVA links with Hope Consortium for global
vaccine distribution

Transporeon launches Real Time Yard
Management, partners with Peripass for Yard
Management Solutions

https://theloadstar.com/handling-hell-for-air-cargo-players-as-congestion-brings-chaos-to-airports/
https://theloadstar.com/us-fmc-orders-carriers-and-terminals-to-explain-excessive-dd-charges/
https://theloadstar.com/login
https://theloadstar.com/tag/bnsf/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/congestion-indigestion/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/northwest-seaport-alliance/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/port-of-long-beach/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/port-of-los-angeles/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/port-of-oakland/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/team-worldwide/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/union-pacific/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/2m/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/caculating-capacity/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/cma-cgm/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/hapag-lloyd/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/long-beach/
https://theloadstar.com/tag/los-angeles/
https://www.sennder.com/post/sennder-licenses-saas-platform-to-zeitfracht-as-part-of-a-new-strategic-partnership
https://gk.news/bibbydistribution/press-release/pursuit-of-perfection-delivers-contract-renewal-with-saica-paper/
https://europenews.xpo.com/en/2557/xpo-logistics-expands-partnership-with-getinge-in-the-netherlands/
https://www.msc.com/gbr/news/2021-february/msc-debuts-a-dedicated-blocktrain-from-jinhua
https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2021/dhl-ecommerce-solutions-and-colis-prive-establish-partnership.html
https://theloadstar.com/ceva-logistics-signs-a-mou-with-hope-consortium-to-provide-logistics-for-global-vaccine-distribution/
https://theloadstar.com/transporeon-launches-real-time-yard-management-partners-with-peripass-for-yard-management-solutions/


18.2.2021 Carriers eye alternate ports as congestion at LA-Long Beach tightens - The Loadstar

https://theloadstar.com/carriers-eye-alternate-ports-as-congestion-at-la-long-beach-tightens/ 6/6

Lufthansa Cargo renews airfreight centre in
Frankfurt

 Back to top Privacy Policy

https://theloadstar.com/lufthansa-cargo-renews-airfreight-centre-in-frankfurt/
https://theloadstar.com/privacy-policy

