
VW settles in Wilhelmshaven 

 

Starting in 2019, car parts for the Volkswagen Group will be packed at the Jade-Weser Port in 

Wilhelmshaven and prepared for transport to Mexico, China and the USA. 

 

According to the company, the Volkswagen Group is reacting to the growing demand for overseas 

vehicles with the new packaging center. This also means more car parts such as Headlamps, audio 

systems or steering wheels for local productions are exported. 

 

»The Jade-Weser-Port is the only deep-sea port in Germany. With the local packaging site, we are 

able to create a direct connection to a port, which makes it possible to transport our parts with the 

largest ships in the world, "says Thomas Zernechel, Head of Group Logistics at Volkswagen. 

From 2019, Wilhelmshaven will be packing car parts for the Volkswagen, Audi and Volkswagen 

Commercial Vehicles brands and then transporting them to over 25 locations in 15 overseas 

countries. The new packaging center will be built on a 100,000 m² site directly on the Jade-Weser-

Port. 

 

Around 7,000 different vehicle parts of the brands Audi, Volkswagen and Volkswagen Commercial 

Vehicles will be delivered to Wilhelmshaven in the future and packed into 250 containers each week. 

This corresponds to more than 12,000 containers (FEU High Cube = 24,000 TEU) per year. 

 

It is the second major investment decision for Wilhelmshaven within a few months. Only a few days 

ago, the frozen food logistics company Nordfrost had started up its new cold store. Investment sum 

until 2019: a total of € 140 million. Around 500 new jobs are to be created. 

 

How much money the project could cost, was not revealed. But about 350 jobs will be created, a 

private investor will be responsible for the construction of the new packaging center, and 

construction will start this year.  

The packaging operation is scheduled to start in the second quarter of 2019. 

 

New regular service from COSCO 

 

The joy in the Ministry of Transport of Lower Saxony is correspondingly large. "The decision of 

Volkswagen for Wilhelmshaven strengthens the Jade-Weser-Port and the maritime location of Lower 

Saxony," said Minister Bernd Althusmann.  

In addition, from 2019, further regular services would start at the Jade-Weser-Port, including 

probably also a new regular service from the Chinese shipping company COSCO to Dalian in Northern 

China. 

 

The Container Terminal in Wilhelmshaven, which opened just over five years ago, is designed for an 

annual turnover of 2.7 million TEU. 

In year one, only about 76,000 TEU were counted. In 2016, the turnover climbed to around 482,000 

TEU. After three quarters of 2017, it was 388,000 TEU, down 5.6% on the previous year. 

 


