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Gulf Coast ports see record container volumes
in 2022
Houston, Mobile hit all-time container volume highs; Corpus Christi exports more
crude oil

Noi Mahoney · Monday, January 23, 2023

Ports in both Houston and Corpus Christi, Texas, along with the Port of New Orleans and the Port of
Mobile, Alabama, saw increased volumes in 2022 as imports of steel, automotive parts, and lumber and
plywood continued to flood into the country and demand for exports of U.S. petroleum and crude oil
remained strong.

Port Houston sets annual record with 3.97 million TEUs 

 Port Houston saw a 14% year-over-year increase in total twenty-foot equivalent units in 2022, bolstered by imports of
steel, autos and bagged goods. (Photo: Jim Allen/FreightWaves)

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstXWOFJxHDg0jXHbxpOR7ReaOsBJ_rBUdMnLqExby9EvAJQQl1lolq0fwYfV6tk_r8iHz6gG_P3zKovlN29kgg7YJ4Kn3NSjULq7OmG7nsxoe4KIaATIoRDAQ86KcwuwnasSDl5VgEmApjb25623R9RR13q5LN0rRTYmx6rz-HHEK_HMJs4cFiQgAj5gVHGwPj85tqaEMM3UP586miBag2aYnq5O83igLgRNaTE9y1hbu2diEVHJWFWOYGpZxdU66SPaiP-FnjWCRvapdLLWPqF-vzVm0Ofx6NMrqXyUVnkwwOAiP44cxyP_npSaljIXDcs4eFRKd9t0sZF30g8tRxdkb57Qbw&sai=AMfl-YR76LWUOho8y8kpdlgo188VKhU0sUnMt2M017S6SdS1K4k0I5RF5n-VJfQVMefH9dt6C2EwiuQHO5TH6_Q47Uk0IWl8kbhdTI_KhIr70sM22C04ojFXmOJCpAfM-glm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEyCAWdqvbeu&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.polb.com/business%3Futm_source%3DAmShip%26utm_medium%3Dweb%26utm_id%3DMoving
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/author/noimahoney
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/author/noimahoney
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstf9YMwmSAfqte0opwf1LIXcLoianVBjYxihVwU4AabTxLa3HY1fnempvLSQje_gTgBJDcIlCNr2i2hd5H67AaIMdzk_WlGNEjaFuJi6iB0Jiq2TIYyAoHIbaWF0MEQrzuDnzc97DaNaknfET5hp1oMONMRNsnU6Na9T-al6Ab1ZtzV9Ks68uIqsWw-iPWFOhefCOla7wRApx_tsVlt2aNwQ7WDk_pY8Osr29oj1MwXpmEFnVB4TBhfJYWG7vZbsio9O7xZ--mcPpAcKCYkJbMvQVyhJGfIhPy5SYvckdbCu0ZlSlD_eD8cDstuFQpfsCvfWwlDvsp8nmUd3-Tif4ZeHjw3yF_KJ6C4HpRHZdAWSXU&sai=AMfl-YRhPjzte1ebrviYNDWuXGG1fD71BcYusexHEeCyQiaivzDvfnko7mblfelzFALozUU9_GCWqYK2GPYJKDhlWy9as6dtcNI5tTNxlhv40_DO5kyxTyECa0GL414IELM3&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC1ScpP0nGqC&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://think.nwseaportalliance.com/big/&nm=1


1/24/23, 11:43 AM Gulf Coast ports see record container volumes in 2022 - FreightWaves

https://www.freightwaves.com/news/gulf-coast-ports-see-record-container-volume-in-2022 2/5

Port Houston set a container volume record in 2022 by moving 3.97 million twenty-foot equivalent
units, its highest total ever recorded and a 14% year-over-year (y/y) increase compared to 2021.

The port also set an annual tonnage record during the year, reaching 55.1 million short tons. That’s a
22% y/y increase compared to 2021.

Steel imports — including line and standard pipes, oil country goods, heavy structural shapes, and wire
rods — increased 49% y/y to 5.2 million tons in 2022. It was the biggest year for steel import tonnage at
the port in more than five years.

Auto import units ended the year up 7% compared to 2021. Bagged goods imports were up 50%.

General imports increased 45% y/y in 2022 to 9.3 million tons, while container imports increased 15% to
18 million tons.

<The volumes we’ve experienced this year at Port Houston have been incredible,= Roger

Guenther, Port Houston’s executive director, said in a statement. <The record growth seen over the last
couple of years has been supported by continued investments in Port Houston terminals.=

While the port reported double-digit growth at its Bayport and Barbours Cut container terminals from
January through November, in December container volumes fell 12% y/y to 292,027 TEUs.

Full import containers were down 18% y/y in December to 132,055 TEUs; loaded container imports
decreased 16% to 142,674. 

Ship calls for 2022 were up 6% y/y in 2022 to 8,320. Barges calling Port Houston were up 5% to 3,709.

During December, ship calls rose 3% y/y to 694 vessels, while barges calling at the port fell 14% to 261.

Port of Mobile sets container cargo record 
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The Port of Mobile, Alabama, reported its busiest year ever for container cargo with 563,191 TEUs.

The record was 11% higher than total container volumes in 2021. Intermodal rail volumes were 142%
higher y/y compared to 2021, according to a news release.

In addition to intermodal shipments, dry and refrigerated containers posted strong gains for the year,
officials said.

<These numbers reflect shippers’ confidence in Alabama’s port, and Mobile has consistently offered
supply chain stability,= John C. Driscoll, Alabama Port Authority director and CEO, said in a statement.

The port’s container terminal handled a record 312 vessels, an increase of 75 vessels from 2021.

<With proven fluidity, the Port of Mobile continues to attract new routes, creating more direct services
from the Far East to Mobile and enhancing our gateway’s connection to growing global markets,= Chief
Commercial Officer Beth Branch said in a statement.

Port of New Orleans reports 20% increase in breakbulk volumes in
2022
Boosted by shipments of steel, natural rubber, plywood and frozen poultry, the Port of New Orleans saw
a 20% y/y rise in breakbulk volumes compared to 2021, reaching 2.3 million tons.

The port handled 264 vessel calls in 2022, a 14% y/y.

For the month of December, the port recorded 31,955 TEUs and 63,514 tons of breakbulk cargo.
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The Port of New Orleans handled 2.3 million tons of breakbulk cargo in 2022, including steel, natural rubber, plywood
and frozen poultry. (Photo: Port of New Orleans)

Port of Corpus Christi sees strong gains in exports of crude oil,
petroleum products
The Port of Corpus Christi saw a 12% y/y increase in total cargo to 187 million tons in 2022, led by
exports of crude oil, petroleum and liquefied natural gas, and imports of dry bulk goods. 

The port handled 112 million tons of crude oil during the year, a 15% increase compared to 2021.
Exports of crude oil for 2022 topped 103 million tons, a 14% increase over last year.

Shipments of petroleum totaled 62 million tons during 2022, an 11% y/y increase. Exports of petroleum
were at 49 million tons for the year, an 11% increase compared to 2021.

The port also exported 16 million tons of liquified natural gas in 2022, a 4% increase from 2021.

The Port of Corpus Christi handled 8 million tons of dry bulk goods in 2022, a 21% increase compared
to the previous year. Dry bulk imports for 2022 totaled 5.2 million tons, an 18% increase compared to
2021.
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For December, the port handled 16.7 million tons of cargo, an 8% increase compared to the same year-
ago period. 

Crude oil exports in December totaled 10.1 million tons, an 18% increase from the same month a year
earlier. Exports of petroleum were 5 million tons for the month, a 4% decrease from December 2021.

The port had 7,753 ship and barge calls in 2022, a 13% y/y increase from 2021. For December, Corpus
Christi handled 672 vessels, a 19% y/y increase.

Click for more FreightWaves articles by Noi Mahoney.

More articles by Noi Mahoney

Borderlands: Houston’s MacroFab raises $42M to capitalize on reshoring shift

Logistics giant Ryder to layoff 800 workers in Texas

RoadOne taps into Houston freight corridor with acquisition 

Noi Mahoney
Noi Mahoney is a Texas-based journalist who covers cross-border trade, logistics and supply chains for FreightWaves.

He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a degree in English in 1998. Mahoney has more than 20 years
experience as a journalist, working for newspapers in Florida, Maryland and Texas. Contact

nmahoney@freightwaves.com

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssLTtUqqtLf-sBcC5yRg9flq_FpfdLGPu9lEWDtHkfqxR05XvE1klIZmUHphw5nTX_pCQUxd8G64U7Qi__V3r6wJEjpGFn1jUJdZn0iVGtXyVv0GBp1aMX3I0XbUabfbKBFY89a9ZnzQuT8ZgcpaQQXTpz_i4-efnbfsbox_lzkDGhv4OXYG6ds2uhZ6flzrQ81q8iOked0_Ho3hvD86zASOuO9vwN3HnXOjJgOBSoqqGKznwwULY4NtR550BAnZKkpW08K3b-m7t0am5KFCRkmBkUH4jz9R8s2Z4MeNWEBQj10dBcAsHLNYwrS4i2Czs2delEfXsuB5tPh_OjB9bs1fj7EvZVMSRIvaGpE0d2FPgs&sai=AMfl-YRFe_JPyMECJX4Ot7T_h4-6wPaJ_gzIYZiuH_ag4aR1zb0zjm_chqx5N5HSMQjDHmgrjVRREbEFWtsshQ5HDwkVvHbBRZr9DPLZsJaOATvU-PTwARW5zd0xFtX9g-mO&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA6zjNoEJ6eu&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://think.nwseaportalliance.com/big/
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/author/noimahoney
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/borderlands-houstons-macrofab-raises-42m-to-capitalize-on-nearshoring-shift
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/logistics-giant-ryder-to-lay-off-800-workers-in-texas
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/roadone-acquires-the-transporter
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/author/noimahoney
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/author/noimahoney

