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Maersk's rebranding of Hamburg Süd will be a costly
affair
The shipping giant’s decision to terminate the Hamburg Süd brand along
with other subsidiaries has caused much debate in the shipping sector.

Hamburg Süd was founded in 1871 and is known for its red-colored ships. | Photo: Christian
Charisius/AP/Ritzau Scanpix

BY NIKLAS KRIGSLUND

ADVERTISEMENT

Latest Search Log out Menu

mailto:nk@shippingwatch.dk
https://ams3-ib.adnxs-simple.com/click?AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAPA_AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKNNYlXmV3gH__________9GnuNjAAAAAJi-_wAAKgAAACoAAAIAAABM35UYGhYdAAAAAAAAAAAAVVNEAKIDtABIegAAAAABAQIAAAAAAMYAVhfz-gAAAAA./bcr=AAAAAAAAAAA=/bn=96729/dnt=1/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.shippingwatch.com%2Fuser%2Fcreate
https://shippingwatch.com/latest/
https://shippingwatch.com/archive/
https://shippingwatch.com/auth/logout?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshippingwatch.com%2Fcarriers%2FContainer%2Farticle14980964.ece
https://shippingwatch.com/


2/8/23, 2:06 PM Maersk's rebranding of Hamburg Süd will be a costly affair — ShippingWatch

https://shippingwatch.com/carriers/Container/article14980964.ece 2/10

It will be a costly affair for Maersk to change the brand name of German carrier
Hamburg Süd.

The Danish shipping group recently decided to rename a string of subsidiaries,
among which several are well-known brands.

The maneuver entails an impairment and restructuring charge of USD 450m in the
�rst quarter of 2023, according to the annual report issued Wednesday morning.

Besides Hamburg Süd, companies Sealand, Alianza and several acquired logistics
companies will gradually be integrated into the Maersk brand in order to streamline
customer services.

The rebranding measures are the latest in a long string of changes launched by new
Chief Executive at Maersk Vincent Clerc since assuming the position at the year’s
turn.

In the �rst weeks of 2023, Maersk has also expanded its group executive team and
disbanded the partnership with MSC, the 2M alliance, while a number of prominent
�gures in the management layer just below the top executive level have stepped
down as well.

The rebranding of Hamburg Süd has caused heated debate in German shipping.

Already in 2017 when Maersk acquired the company, parts of the industry were
concerned that a crown jewel in German business was now in foreign control.

MAERSK’S REBRANDING STRATEGY

The rebranding of Hamburg Süd is the �rst step in a larger reorganization.

Companies Alianza, Sealand and Twill face rebranding as well, just as a string of
recently acquired logistics companies will come to operate under the Maersk
name.

These companies are LF Logistics, Performance Team, Martin Bencher, Senator,
KGH Customs Services, Vandegrift and Pilot Freight Services.

Crucial port business APM Terminals and subsidiaries Maersk Container Industry,
Maersk Supply Service, Maersk Training, Maersk Line Limited and Svitzer will carry
on as usual as they use a different business model.
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The carrier was founded in 1871 and owned by the well-known Oetker family from
1955 until Maersk’s takeover.

Maersk’s decision to terminate the brand is therefore no small matter in Germany.

”It is 150 years of German history and customized services vanishing,” CEO of German
logistics operator Schryver International Freight Forwarders Carsten Schryver recently
told ShippingWatch.

A number of Maersk subsidiaries remain unaffected by the reorganization and
proceed as usual.

These include crucial port business APM Terminals and subsidiaries Maersk Container
Industry, Maersk Supply Service, Maersk Training, Maersk Line Limited and Svitzer.
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