
     

Red Sea and Suez Canal Traffic Increases But Carriers Still Avoid Transits 

Close protection continues for merchant ships transiting the Red Sea (EUNAVFOR Aspites) 
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June 5 marked a historic day for the Suez Canal as it is 50 years since it reopened after the Arab-Israeli 

War of June 1967 closed the canal for eight years. Egypt marked the occasion as it again attempts to 

rebuild traffic in the canal following the attacks of the Houthis in 2023 and 2024 that chased away 

most vessels. 

Egypt announced its latest efforts in May reporting it would offer large containerships a 15 percent 

discount on fees. The 90-day promotion was an attempt to lure the major east-west traffic between 

Asia and Europe into the canal. The Suez Canal Authority also hosted a meeting with representatives 

of the major carriers reporting that they were receptive to restoring the diverted routes. 

The commander of the EU effort to protect ships, Rear Admiral Vasileios Gyparis of the Hellenic Navy 

who overseas EUNAVFOR Aspides told Reuters traffic is up 60 percent from the low point in August 

2024. He reported they are seeing 36 to 37 ships a day up from a low of around 20 a day. However, he 

admitted to Reuters that it is still below the 72 to 75 a day before the Houthis launched their attacks 

in late 2023. 

Similarly, the Suez Canal has not announced its current daily average. In August 2022, however, it 

highlighted a new record of 89 vessels making the passage in a single day. It typically averaged over 

60 vessels a day. 
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HMS Prince of Wales and its carrier strike group transited the Suez Canal on May 24 (Royal Navy) 

 

The lack of the return is despite the Houthis not having attacked a merchant ship in 2025, although 

they continue to assert that they will attack any vessel associated with Israel. They suspended all 

attacks when the Gaza ceasefire went into effect in January but resumed targeting U.S. warships 

when the U.S. unleashed a barrage at the orders of Donald Trump in March. The U.S. announced a 

ceasefire in May and despite reports the Houthis were rearming, they have not fired on ships, 

including there were no reports of attacks as the UK sent the carrier HMS Prince of Wales and her 

carrier group through the region in recent days. 

The Aspides commander told Reuters the operation has “provided close protection to 476 ships, shot 

down 18 drones, destroyed two remote-controlled boats, and intercepted four ballistic missiles.” 

Aspides began its patrols in February 2024. As of mid-May, it marked 15 months saying it had 

supported more than 830 merchant vessels. 

  



 

ITS Andrea Doria providing close protection to merchant ships in the Red Sea (EUNAVFOR Aspidtes) 

  

Aspides reports that it continues its close protection operations with the EU extending its mission at 

least to February 28, 2026. It highlighted at the end of May, a French frigate in the operation escorted 

both a tanker and a CMA CGM containership. ITS Andrea Doria, an Italian Navy destroyer, took a Linea 

Messina containership and several CMA CGM vessels through the region also in late May. 

CMA CGM, however, told The New York Times in a story appearing today that it was “sending a small 

number of vessels through the Red Sea.” It said it did not plan to resume transits through the Suez 

Canal on a large scale in the short term, “unless security conditions allow it.” The New York Times 

reports tracking sites showed at least five CMA CGM vessels transiting the Red Sea in recent weeks. 

Other major carriers have also said they have no short-term plans to resume their normal routes. CEO 

of AP Moller-Maersk, Vincent Clerc said, The New York Times highlights, that he thought it is still far 

from the threshold to return to the Red Sea routing. 

 


